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FOR MOST PECPLE, THIS
IS THE CITY OF LOVE.
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BUT PARIS IS AN ANCIENT PLACE,
AND THE WEIGHT OF THE CENTURIES
IS AN ALMOST PALPABLE SHROUD.
AR %

GWNGE THINGS HAPPENED
HERE WHEN THE TJARK AGES
GAST THEIR DEEPEST SHATOWS.
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JET IN ARCADIA

In
THlNGG T WISH T DIDN'T KNOW NOW, [
BLI'T I LOOKED TOO CLOSELY AND |
WAS REWARDED FOR MY CLURIOSITY.

ITALL ‘SEEM‘E S0 ['
| OBVIOUS NOW..
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SALUNIERE,
ms...

PLEASE.
LET'S TALK
INSIDE.

BEFORE | BEGIN, YOU MUST SWEAR

NOT TO REVEAL TO ANYONE WHAT A0
I'M ABOUT TO TELL YOU.

S  /ND DAGGER

3* e

RIGHT. BY THE Y\

CROSS, THIS
|15 BETWEEN

I'VE BEEN
PREIST OF LA
MADELEINE FOR
THIRTY YEARS. ALL
THE WHILE I'VE
HAD A SPECIAL
CHARGE.
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THERE IS A CACHE OF MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS
HIDPEN IN A VAULT BELOW THE CHURCH. NO
ONE BELOW THE ARCHBISHOP EVEN

| THINK MY’ PREDICAMENT WILL BE MLICH
CLEARER IF YOU COME WITH ME TO
LA MAPELEINE.

PLEASE, DR,
SALINIERE. .

KNOWS OF ITS EXISTENCE.

SAVE
FOR MYSELF,
OF COURSE. IT 1S REEEINEY \ - >
My outy 70 QNN %
SAFEGUARD THESE R |

... AND
ONE OF THEM
HAS JUST BEEN
STOLEN.

| HAVE NO ONE ELSE TO TURN TO, o
DOCTOR. IF THE INGUISITION HEARS i
OF THIS ILL BE DEFROCKED. -

YOU'RE
THE MOST
RESOURCEFLIL
PERSON
| KNOW, AND
| NEED YOUR
HELP.

HOLD ON
A MOMENT, FATHER.
I'LL BE GLAD TO HELP
ANY WAY | CAN, BUT l...| DON'T
I'M NOT EVEN SURE THINK SO, DR.
| UNDERSTAND WHAT SALINIERE.
HAPPENED.

THAT'S
WHAT WORRIES
ME MOST. | SUSPECT
SPELLCRAFT.

ISN'T
IT POSSIBLE
SOMEONE ALLOWED
ACCESS TO THESE...
TEXTS... TOOK THE
MISSING MANLISCRIPT
AND JUST DIDN'T
TELL YOU?




W8 . £6L/5E DE LA MADELEINE 18 WS p Al Y e cricn 2

LY S e\ SN 5 4 A = A NOTHING OUT OF THE

s A e _ : [l ORDINARY, SAVE FOR
Wow o Y W R 1 . WER THE OUD SCENT.

AT THIS POINT
IT WAS STRONG
ENOLIGH TO TELL IT
WAS SANDALWOOPD,
AND I DETECTED THE
SMELL OF SULFLR
= UNDERNEATH IT, =

"IT BEGAN
HERE...

P> GASTON WOKE ME UP &
Bl AROLIND MIDNIGHT. I'VE NEVER B¢
W SEEN HIM SO WILD. .

HE WAS BARKING
AT THE CHURCH,
BEGGING FOR ME TO
LINLOCK THE GATE.

| DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING g
AMISS, BLIT THERE WAS A STRANGE, |8 TUE GANDALWOOD AN SULEUR
CLOYING SCENT IN THE AIR. _ 8 T | Hois HETLLY STe O
R i =5 IE | STILL SMELL IT. _g \
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l | WENT LUP TO A WINDOW.
|. ‘|

STl
N [ !

1]

b

.Ill\l
i

h

THEN ALL OF  |REEE {
A SLIDDEN, |, 178 5 =
HE STOPPED VN { ' iff{
Y
"y

AS | APPROACHED, A“

THE SCENT GOT g N h
| THOUGHT | SAW A PAIR OF CANDLES | ...BUT THEY WENT OUT BEFORE
BOBBING DOWN THE AISLE... | COULD GET A CLOSER LOOK."

THIS IS THE
ENTRANCE TO THE
REPOSITORY. THE ALTAR
SWINGS ASIDE WHEN
YOU FLIP A HIPDEN

SWITCH.

STRONGER.




HERE WE
(34 ARE. YOU SEE,
al | i NONE OF THE BARS
i RN HAVE BEEN TAMPERED
\  WITH, OR EVEN

WHY ALL
THIS EFFORT TO
HIPE THESE BOOKS
IN THE FIRST

PLACE? AT FIRST

I WAS
RELIEVED...

100
NOT KNOW, DR.
SALNIERE. I'M
NOT ALLOWED TO
COME DOWN
HERE...

HE HAVE You
g Iil ANYWAY?

b ...BUT <
N LIPON CHECKING '\
SRt THE LIBRARY ITSELF,

.= I DISCOVERED ONE

P
ot
-

SOME OF THE 2
BOOKS ARE HISTORIES N

, SCROLL WAS
AH... g :
YES. YES, T OF THE KN/GHTS TEMPLAR, - \
HAVE. AN ORDER FOLINDED IN " %4 ¥ T HAVE THE
JERLSALEM DURING THE : e Y ENTIRE LIBRARY
FIRST CRUSADE. .. | ] P B MEMORIZED, AND I
N ' e KNOW THE EXACT
b = G
... RIGHT, A | P NOT HERE.
FRENCH ORDER. VERY
POWERFUL LINTIL THEY FELL - , il
FROM THE POPE'S FAVOR A h, B -~
AND WERE ROLUNDED LIP _ | 31 | | Tk,
BY THE INQUISITION, IN... =3 | AR
1207, T THINK. 113, LY 5

EXACTLY,
POCTOR. THERE ARE
ALSO SOME MANUSCRIPTS ON THE
FIRST CHRISTIAN KINGS OF FRANCE, THE
MEROVING/ANS. THEY RULED FROM
SHORTLY AFTER ROME'S FALL LINTIL
THE LATE 6005.

A TREATISE ON
MEROVINGIAN BURIAL
SITES IN THE LANGUEDOC,*
WRITTEN BY A TEMPLAR
SCRIBE IN THE
MID-12005

KNIGHTS
TEMPLAR, MEROVINGIAN
KINGS... ARE THE TWO ...AND THE
RELATED? MEROVINGIANS
RULED FRANCE WHEN
PLAGLIE AND FAMINE
méé sNg |ng4 wﬁﬁm@& Tﬁﬁg a WHY ON EARTH WOULD ANYONE
LIT] ; WANT TO STEAL A SCROLL
HOW... MOST OF ERACY 770 STEAL A SCR
THE TEMPLAR -V
RECORDS WERE .
BLIRNED BY THE
INQUISITION. ..
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YOU SAID YOU THOLIGHT MAGIC WAS
INVOLVED, BUT SO FAR I DON'T
SEE WHY IT COULDN'T HAVE
BEEN AN ORDINARY
. THIEF.

s T

1 !
i YOU SUSPECT B
b SPELLCRAFT?

N

POSSIBLY.

At A | : 3 I DON'T KNOW. 45 ‘@&
al | 1 / i . FAR AS T CAN REMEMBER,
o NE \ & Y L N - THERE WAS NOTHING IN THE
: f SCROLL THAT MENTIONED ANY
KIND OF TREASLIRE. IT
WAS JUST THE LOCATION

OF A TOMB. .
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CLOVIS T1. THIRD MONARCH IN

DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT HIM?

4 gl s

IT'S PROBABLY
WORTH LOCKING
INTO. AND IT'S
THE ONLY LEAD
WE HAVE...

...NOW NO
ONE KNOWS
ABOUT THIS BUT

THE MEROVINGIAN DYNASTY.

FATHER Y
FORGIVE B
ME...

HER NAME
IS MARIE-
CHRISTINE.

YOU'RE
ABSOLUTELY
SLRE.

YOU KNOW
I WORK AT A
MAGPALENE® IN THE
13TH ARRONDISSEMENT.
SHE CAME THERE ONE
NIGHT, SEEKING HELP.
SHE LOOKED
S0 LOsT...

WE STARTED
TALKING. BEFORE
I KNEW IT WE
WERE FRIENDS
AND THEN...

IT HAPPENED il 5
SO FAST... P

*HOUSE FOR REFORMED PROSTITUTES.

ONE NIGHT SHE ASKED ME IF T HAD
ANY SECRETS I WANTED TO
CONFESS, ABOUT LA MAPELEINE.

I THOUGHT IT WAS AN

PLEASE g
DON'T JUDGE ME,
DOCTOR SALINIERE.
T KNOW IT WAS
WRONG.

BT 1T wAS WORSE THAN B3
N WRONG. IT WAS
: STUPID.
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WITHOUT
S0 MUCH As
A GOOUBYE.
AND T'M TOO B
ASHAMED TO K&
CONFRONT
HER.

YES, I X
NEVER THOLIGHT,
EVEN FOR A MOMENT,
BUT T SUPPOSE
THERE'S NO OTHER
EXPLANATION... @8

NONSENSE.

AFTER .
ALL YOU'VE DONE,

you
KNOW IT

AND NOT JUST FOR ME, AS WELL

IT WOLLD BE A MISTAKE

AS L.

MAYEBE I

SHOULD BE 8
DEFROCKED FW
FOR THIS... 8

DR,
SALINIERE
HOW CAN
T EVER
THANK-

IT's
NOTHING. JUsT
GIVE ME HER

ADURESS.

Er 2/ A LT A\
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BY THE TIME I BADE MARIN FAREWELL, THE
BELLS OF NOTRE PAME WERE RINGING TWO AM. ‘-"1\
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UBRRIRES AN suLFUR..
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AND HOW WAS THE GIRL, [REEEE
MARIE-CHRISTINE INVOLVED? |l

Ty /o

3 L
B 50 MANY QUESTIONS... [l




I HAD APPOINTMENTS LINTIL LATE IN |}

THE AFTERNOON THE NEXT DAY...
AN T Y .. B

THIS IS MY HOTEL. IF YOU WANT TO B
SEE ONE OF THE GIRLS, IT'LL
COST YOU TWO FRANCS.

I PON'T
NEED A ROOM, (NS
I NEED TO
A\ SPEAK TO
SOMEONE.
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: 5B, SHE ¥

Ml HASN'T LEFT

¥ SINCE LAST
NIGHT.




i..... g | |

e
25

— Ll




MARIN...

Gog,
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7OTTEN YOURSELF INTO?




